The impact of Prasugrel, a new anti-platelet agent, on dental care of patients.
With increasing usage of Prasugrel (Effient), a new and highly efficient antiplatelet agent, in the management of cardiovascular events, the potential for bleeding complications has also increased. This is further compounded by the lack of a reversal agent, therefore poses a problem for clinicians engaged in oral invasive procedures. A case in which a patient taking daily Prasugrel suffered significantly prolonged bleeding following dental cleaning is reported. Local measures were used to achieve hemostasis. It is prudent to consult the prescribing physician about the risk of Prasugrel-induced bleeding, the potential for recurrence of cardiovascular events with disruption of medication, and the appropriate management strategy in advance of planned oral invasive procedures. Local measures are the first line of approach for management of hemostatic complications associated with Prasugrel, and patients should be referred to specialized centers if local approach fails. As more data become available, further evidence-based guidelines can be established.